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estate in Yorkshire, represented the great county of the north ;
John Eliot, a Devonshire country gentleman, nine years older
than Wentworth, was sent to the House of Commons by the
little borough of St. Germans. We may be sure that neither
Wentworth nor Eliot were unobservant spectators of the events
of the session; but, as far as our information extends, neither
of them took any part in the debates.1

The unfavourable character of the elections made it more

man ever necessary that a Secretary should be chosen who

1613.       could speak  with  authority  in  the  name  of  the

Necessity of Government, and who could make use of any in-

ctioosuvj                                                   .

zi Secretary, fluence which he might possess as a member of the
House of Commons to frustrate the expected opposition. As
late as September in the preceding year Neville was still con-
fident of success.2 But he had great difficulties to contend
with. The Howards had no cause to be satisfied with him, as
he had never taken care to conceal his dislike of the divorce.
Northampton, besides, had reason to look askance upon him,
as he suspected him of having some connection with the scheme
by which Mansell had hoped to overthrow the Commission for
the Reformation of the Navy, in which Northampton took a
peculiar interest.3 Above all, the King never could forget the
part which he had taken in the last Parliament, and the plain
words in which he had set forth the grievances of the Commons.
In October, Neville discovered that his hopes were destined to
be disappointed. It was generally believed that the favourite
would continue to act in that confidential capacity to the King in
which he had hitherto been employed, and that Lake, as the
nominee of the Howards, would be admitted to perform the
subordinate duties of the Secretaryship.4 In order to console
Neville for his disappointment, Somerset5 proposed to purchase

1  The only known list of this Parliament is that printed from the Khn-
bolton MSS. in the Palatine Note Book, vol. in. No. 30.

2  Chamberlain to Carleton, Sept. 9, 1613, Court arid Times, i. 271.
8 Whitelocke, Liber Famdiais, 46.

4  Chamberlain to Carleton, Court and Times, i. 277.

5  He was still only Rochester, but it is perhaps better to avoid con-
fusion by giving the title by which he was known in 1614.